\Calcaterra’s |

Captain

‘Says * Thanks’

« As we leave the lovely
city of Dunedin and the very
gracious‘ people who have
made our short time to
gether memorable, we are
fully cognizant - of the fact
that time or distance will
never dim the many friend

|ships we have made;” the
lcaptain of the - weather
|picket ship U.S.5. Calea-
lterra, Lieutenant - comman-
der W. C. Earl, said in a
special message before the
ship sailed at 9 a.m, on her

return to Newport, Rhode
Island.
‘SR ahasi been s o greal

pleasure and privilege for
ue to have been able to call
Dunedin home during our
deployment from the United
States, and it is difficult to
realise that we.are now de-
parting for the final time. ‘
“ There will be many sad
‘hearts aboard as we sail
lwestward from your coun-
try, but such is the way of
all navy men and we will
be warmed by the thoughts
that some day we may re-
turn or perhaps have an oOp-
pertunity te welcome some
of you to the United States.
“Tor all you have done
we offer our sincere and

/
& deep gratitude,” he said.
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5 JOn Last Duty
< ‘The United States weather
ey ~p1gket ngip U.S.S. Caleaterra
3 left . “Dunedin yesterday
g morning for her last picket
b before  returning

to " .the
United States. :
The ship is carrying 13
New Zealand scientists who
are to spend three weeks
on the sub-antarctic Auck-
land Tslands., :

The men will return with
the Caleaterra when she fin-
ishes ‘her picket duty at
'60deg south, She will return
to Dunedin on February 6.
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NEXT SUMMER
 The U.S.S. Thomas J. Gary will probably:ré_-
turn to Dunedin again next summer for another

weather picket duty. Part of her crew will be
volunteers from the U.S.S. Caleaterra. ;

“It's unofficial yet but it
is most likely that the ship
will be back here again
next year,” said the Press
information officer, Ensign
M. J. Maciejewski.

“ These weather pickets
are on a voluntary Dasis
and there has been a good
response for anather four-of
duty by .the crew. We also
know a number of those on
the Calcaterra have colun-
teered to come back on the
Thomas J. Gary.

Ensign Maciejewski said
the men volunteered be-
cause of the travel involved
and because of the liberty
(leave) they had in Dun-
(38 s R :

“They like it so much
here. It's not because of the
picket because they don’t
enjoy that.” :

SLIGHT DAMAGE

The ship arrived at the
Cross Wharf this morning
after a relatively unevent-
ful picket. The only rough
weather encountered was

travelling to and from the
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|picket but it was enough to
- =t

cause some slight damage.

The Antarctic Circle was
crossed and to mark the ac-
casion the “/ull nose” was
painted red. The ceremony
was carried out by Ensign
M. Foley near the Bellam;y

Islands.
‘Mola that the U.S.8, Cal
caterra - had.—her+ . noset
painted blue in a similar
ceremony, Ensign Maci-
ejewski said the blue nose
was for the Arctiec Circle
crossing. ‘“ Trust them to
boob,” he added. i
Apart from the sea the
next most common sight on
the frip south was icebergs.
At times there were more
that 200 showing on the
radarscope. Ear s

Open house will be held
for the public as part of the
Festival Aquacade attrac-

{tions on Saturday between 1
‘{p.m. and 5. :

‘The Thomas J. Gary will
also provide a drill party in
the Festival Procession and
if there is time a float will
be entered. :

Among those who wel-
comed the ship back to Dun-

U.S. Swimniers
Guests
Of Calcaterra

Officers "of the weather
bicket ship, U.S.5. Calcaterra
'his morning met the five
Wmerican girl swimmers who
hre towgompete in a carni-
bal at the Moana Pool fo-
night i

The ship is in the final
itages of preparations for the
Laturn trip to her home port
ht Newnport, Rhode Island,
which involves a round-the-
world journey through the
Kuez Canal and the Mediter-
ranean. 3

The Calcaterra leaves at

) a.m. on Thursday.-

o

edin today was the eaptain’s
wife, Mrs L. Smith. She ar-
rived in the city from New-
port, Rhode Island, on Mons
day to see her husband,
lieutenant-commander = R.
C. Smith, for the first time
in almost five months.
Advancements notified
among the erew recently
berq, First-class Bosun Mate
Jd. Fitzpatrick to Bosun Mate
(Chief, and Seaman G. D.
Kilgore to Engineman Third
Class! : S
_ ‘The T.8,5. Thomas J. Gary
is to leave for its final picket
duty of the present four on
February 4. The picket will
last about a month. o
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